
Arthur & George
by Julian Barnes

publ 2005

Narrative

Structure

1Beginnings A&G

2 Beginning w Ending 47

3 Ending w beginning 207

4 Endings 323

art of writing

44 narrative series

54 stories written
backwards from end

'Firstly, to be intelligible, secondly, to be
interesting, and thirdly, to be clever.'

Doyle favoured over Zola
(vulgar) 333 Drefus affair

Letter format
narrative within speech

setting: Victorian
1892 (p.42) retro? values?

Characters

A

athletic imaginative Detective stories

famous spiritualist ophthalmologist

G

unimaginative routine Railway Law

friendless stolid poor sighted

Similarities

"unofficial Englishmen"

trapped?
A: in triangle 192

G: at home

Campbell

incompetent police
inspector

Women

Maud Jean Mam

role to support men?

humour

prison: dry & black 158

narrator laughs at characters'
ingenousness 40, 22

The English 246
undemonstrative

Themes

Religion

spiritism 327

superstition vs ratioanality 334

seeing 357
last lines of book

first lines of book

only see with the eyes of faith 355biblical

Racism

oddlooking 82

114 Oriental

class 90, 312, 314

none 215

family of foreigners

injustice

innocent yet guilty 316

no blame on Board of
Justice 309

no compensation 310

report published Whitsun
weekend 311

Court of Appeal set up 332Patriotism?


